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The Destruction of Jerusalem, &c. 





(Continued from page 174.) 


Our Lord proceeded, “* And fearful sights and grea! 
signs shall there be from Heaven.” (Luke xxi. 11.] 
Jocephus has collected the chief portents together, and 
introduces his account by a reflection on the strange- 
ness of that infatuation, which could induce his coun- 
trymen to give credit to impostors, and unfounded re- 
ports, whilst they disregarded the divine admonitions, 
confirmed, as he asserts they were, by the following ex- 
traordinary signs: 

1. ‘ A meteor, resembling a sword,* hung over Je- 
rusalem during one whole year.”? This could not bea 
comet, for it was stationary, and was visible for twelve 
euccessive months. A sword too, though a fit emblem 
for destruction, but ill represents a comet. 

2, On the eighth of the month Zanthicus, [before 
the feast of unleavened bread] at the ninth hour of the 
night, there shone round about the altar, and the cir- 
cumjacent buildings of the temple, a light equal to the 
brightness of the day, which continued for the space of 
half on hour.”? .This could not. be the effect of light- 
ning, nor of a vivid aurora borealis, for it was confined 
fo a particular spot, and the light shone unintermitted- 
ly thirty minutes. 

3. ‘* As the High Priests were leading a heifer to the 
altar to be sacrificed, she brought forth a /amb, in the 
midst of the temple.” Such its the strange account 
given by the historian, Some may regard it asa ‘* Gre- 
cian fable,’ while others may think that they discern 
in this prodigy a miraculous rebuke of Jewish infidel- 
ity and impiety, for rejecting the antiTypPicaL Lame, 
who hed offered up RIMSELF as an atonement, ** once 
for all,” aud who, by thus completely fulfilling their 
design, had virtually abrogated the Levitical sacrifices. 
Tiowever this may be, the circumstances of the prodi- 
gy are rematkable. It did not occur in an obscure 
part of the city, buf in the temple ; not at an ordinary 
tine, but at the Passover, the season of our Lord's cru- 
ciixion—in the presence, not of the vulgar merely, but 
of the High Priests and their attendants, and when 
they were leading the sacrifice to the altar. 

4. ‘“ About the sixth Lour of the night, the eastern 
gate of the temple was seen to open without human at- | 
sistance”? When the guards informed the Curator of 
this event, he sent men to assist them in shutting it, 
who with great difiiculty succeeded. ‘This gate, as hath 
been observed already, was of solid brass, and required 
twenty men to close it every evening. It could not 
bave been opened by a * strong gust of wind,” ora 
“ elight earthquake ;” for Josephus says, ** it was se- 
cured by iron bolts and bars, which were Jet down into 
& Jarge threshold, consisting of one entire etone.”’t 

5. ** Soon after the feast of the Passover, in various 
parts of the country, before the setting of the sun, char- 
iots and armed men were seen in the air, passing round 
about Jerusalem.” Neither could this portentous spec- 
tacle be occasioned by the aurora borealis, for it occur- 
ted before the setting of the sun; or merely the fancy 
ofa few villagers, gazing at the heavens, for it was seen 
12 Various parts of the country. 

6. “At the subsequent feast of Pentecost, while 


~~ 





* Vide 1 Chron. xxi. 16. 


t The conclusion which the Jews drew from this 
*VeRt was, that the security of the temple was gone. 








the priests were going, by night, into the inner temple 
to perform their customary miuistrations, they first felt, 
as they said, a shaking, accompanied by an indistinct 
murmuring, and aflerwards voices as of a multitude, 
saying, in a distinct and earnest manner, ** Let vs 
DEPART HENCE.”’ This gradation will remind the 
reader of that awful transaction, which the feast of 
Pentecost was principally instituted to commemorate. 
First, a shaking was heard; this would naturally in- 
duce the priests to listen: an unintelligible murmur 
succeeds; this would more powerfully arrest their at- 
tention—and while it was thus awakened and fixed, 
they heard, says Josephus, the voices as ofa multitude, 
distinctly pronouncing the words ** Let us DEPART 
RENCE.’ And accordingly, before the period for ce)- 
ebrating this feast returned, the Jewish war had com- 
menced, and in the space of three years afterwards, 
Jerusalem was surrounded by the Roman army, the 


temple converted into a citadel, and its sacred courts 
streaming with the blood of human victims. 


7. As the last and most fearful omen, Josephus re- 
lates that one Jesus, the son of Ananus, a rustic of the 
lower class, during the Feast of Tabernacles, suddenly 
exclain.ed in the temple, ** A voice from the east—a 
voice from the west—a voice from the four winds—a 
voice against Jerusalem and the temple—a voice against 
bridegrooms and brides—a voice against the whole peo- 
ple!? These words he incessantly procaimed aloud 
both day and night, through all the streets of Jerusa- 
lem, for seven years and five months together, com- 
mencing at a time [A. D. 62] when the: city was'in a 
state of peace, and overfowing with prosperity, and 
terminating amidst the horrors of the seige. This dis- 
turber, having excited the attention of the magistracy, 


on you (said he,) and persecute you, delivering yeu up 
to the synagogues and inte prisons, being brought be- 
fore kings and rulers for my name's sake” Luke xxi. 
12, ** and they shall deliver you up to councils, and in 
the synagogues ye shall be beaten: Mark xiii. 9, 
“and some of you shall they cause to be pul to 
death,”’ Luke xxi. 16. In the very infancy of the 
christian church these ummerited and unprovoked cru- 
elties began to be inflicted. Our Lord, and bis fore- 
runner John the Baptist, had already been put to death ; 
the apostics Peter and John were first imprisoned, and 
then, together with the other apostles, were scourged 
before the Jewish council ; Stephen, after confounding 
the Sanhedrim with his irresistible eloquence, was 
stoned to death ; Herod Agrippa ‘* stretched forth his 
hands to vex certain of the church,” beheaded James 
the brother of John, and again imprisoned Peter, de- 
signing to put him to death also; St. Paul pleaded be- 
fere the Jewish council at Jerusalem, and before Felir 
the Roman governor, who strembled on the judgnient- 
seat, while the intrepid prisoner ** reasoned of righte- 
ousness, temperance, and judgment to come!” Two 
years afterwards he was brought before the tribunal of 
Festus (who had succeeded Felix in the government,) 
king Agrippa the youngest being present, who, while 
the governor scoffed, ingenuously acknowledged the 
force of the apostle’s eloquence, and, half convinced, 
exclaimed, ** Almost thou persuadest me to be a Chris- 
tian.”?> Lastly, he pleaded before the emtperor Nero at 
Rome ; he was also brought with Silas before the rul- 
| ers at Philippi, where both of them were scourged and 
imprisoned. Paul was likewise imprisoned two years 
in Judea, and afterwards twice at Rome, each time for 
the space of two years. He was scourged by the Jews 





was brought before Albinus the Roman governor, who 
commanded that he should be scourged. But the te- 


verest stripes drew from him neither tears nor supplica- | ment of ful6lling these predictions. 
of him that “he made havoc of the churob, entering 


iions. As he never thanked those who relieved, so 
neither did he complain of the inimetice of these who 
struck him. And no other answer could the governor 
obtain to his interrogatories, but his usual denunciation 
of ** Woe, woe to Jerusalem!” which he still continued 
to proclaim through the city, but especially during the 


five times, thrice beaten with rods, and once stoned ; 


nay, be himself, before his conversion, was an instru- 


St. Lukes relates 


into every house, and haling men and women, commit- 
ted them to prison; when they were pul lo death he 
gave his voice against them; he punished them oft in 
every synagogue, and persecufed them even into strange 
cities: and to this agree his own declarations. (Vide 
Acts xxvi. 10,11. Gal. i. 23.) Atitength, about two 





festivals, when his manner became more earnest, and 
the tone of his voice louder. At length, on the com- 
mencement of the siege, he ascended the walls, and, 


|in a more powerful voice than ever, exclaimed, ** Woe, | 
wee to this city, this temple, and this people! And! 


then, with a presentiment of his own death, added, | 
** Woe, woe to myself!” 
these words when a stone from one of the Roman en- 
gines killed him on the spot. 


Such are the prodigies related by Josephus, and | 


which, excepting the first, he places in the year im- 
mediately preceding the Jewish war. 
are recorded also by Tacitus. Nevertheless, it ought 
to be observed, that they are received by christien wri- 
ters cautiously, and with various degrees of credit.—| 
Those, however, who are most sceptical, and who re- | 


solve them into natural] causes, allow the * superjnten- | 
dence of God to awaken his people by some of these | 
means.” Whatever the fact, in this respect, may be, 
it is clear that they correspond to our Lord's prediction | 
of ** fearful sights, and great signs from heaven ;” and | 
ought to be deemed a sufficient answer to the objector, | 
who'demands whether any such appearances are re- | 
spectably recorded. 
The next prediction of our Lord related to the per- | 


secutions of his disciples; * They shall lay their hands  eensions 





years before the Jewish war, the first general persecu- 
tion commenced at the instigation of the emperor Nero, 
** who,” says Tacitus, “ inflicted apon the Christians 
punishments exquisitely painful ;°* multitudes suffered a 
cruel martyrdom, amidst derision and insults, and a- 


He had scarcely uttered | mong the rest the venerable apostles St,Peter and St. 


Paul. 

Our Lord continues—‘* And ye shall be hated of ald 
nalions for my name's sake.” Mat. xxiv.9. The hat- 
red from which the above-recited persecutions sprang, 


remniees wm wae not provoked on the part of the christians by a 
‘contumacious resistance to established authority, or 


by any violations of law, but was the unavoidable con- 
seyuence of their sustaining the name, and imitating 
the character of their Masten. ‘* It was a war,” says 
Tertullian, ** against the very name: to be a Chris- 
tian was of iteelf crime enough.” And to the same ef- 
fect is that expression of Pliny in bis letter fo Trajan : 
 basked them whether they were Christians; if they 
copfessed it, I aeked them a second and a third time, 
threatening them with punishment, and tose who per- 


| severed 1 commanded to be led away to death.” —It is 


added, * Of ali nations.” Whatever animosity or dis- 
might subsist between the Gentiles and the 
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Jews on other points, they were ‘at all tithe’ ready to 
unite and co-operate in the persecution of the humble 
followers of Him, who came to be a Licut to the for- 
mer, and the Grory of thie latfer. 

** And then shall many be offended, and shall be/ray 
one another.” Mat. xxiv. 10. Concerning this fact, 
the following decisive testimony of Tacitus may suffice : 
speaking of the persecutions of the Christians under 
Nero, to which we have just alluded, he adds ** sever- 
al were seized, who confessed, and by ‘hear discorerya 


great multitude of others were convicted and barbar- | 


ously executed.” 


* And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached ! 


en all the world, for a witness unto all nations, and 


then shall the end (i. e. of the Jewish dispensation) | 


¢ome.”? Mat. xxiv. 14.—Of the fulfilment of this pre- 
diction, the epist’es of St. Paul, addressed to the Chiris- 
tians at Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, 
Colosse, Thessalonica ; and those of Peter to such as 
resided in Pontus, Cappadocia, and Bithynia, are 
monuments now standing ; for neither of these apostles 
were living when the Jewi-h war commenced. St. 
Paul, too, in his epistle to the Romans, informs them 
that ** their faith was spoken of (hroughout the world;” 
and in that to the Colossiuns he observes, that the 
‘* Gospel had heen preached /o every creature under 
hearen.”? Clement, who was a fellow-laborer with the 
apostle, relates of him that ** he taught the whole world 
righteousness, travelling from the East westward to the 
borders of the ocean.”? Husebius says that * the apos- 
tles preached the gospel in all the world, and that some 
of them passed beyond the bounds of the ocean, and 
visited the Britannic isles :’* so says Theodore? also. 

** It appears,” says Bishop Newton, ‘* from the wri- 
ters of the history of the church, that before the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, the gospel was not only preachi- 
ed in the Lesser Asia, and Greece, and Italy, the great 
theatre of action then in the world, but was likewise 
propagated as far northward as Scythia, as far south- 
ward as Ethiopia, as far eastward as Parthia and India, 
as far westward as Spain and Britain.”” And Tacitus 
asserts that ** the Christian religion, which arose in Ju- 
dea, spread ever many parts of the world, and extend- 
ed to Rome itself, where the professors of it, as early as 
the time of Nero, amounted to a vast multitude,” inso- 
much that their numbers excited the jealously of the 
government. 

Thus completely was fulilled a prediction contrary 
to every conclusion that could have been grounded on 
moral probability, and to the accomplishment of which 
every kind ofimpediment was incessantly opposed. The 
veputed son of a mechanic instructs a few simple fish- 
ermen ina new religion, destitute of worldly incentives, 
but full of self-denials, sacrifices, and sufferings, and 
telis them that in about forty years it should spread 
ever all the world. It spreads accordingly ; and, in 
defiance of the exasperated bigotry of the Jews, and of 
all the authority, power, and active opposition of the 
Gentiles, is established, within that period, in all the 
eountries into which it penetrates. Can any one doubt 
but that the prediction and its fulfilment was equally 
divine? 

Such, briefly, is the account that history gives of the 
peveral events and signs, which our Lord had foretold 
would precede the destruction of the Holy City. No 
sooner were his predictions accomplished, than a most 
unaccountable infatuation seized upon the whole Jew- 
ish pation ; 80 that they not only provoked, but seem- 
ed even to rush into the midst of those unparalleled ca- 
Jamities, which-at length totally overwhelmed them.— 
In aw essay of this sort it is impossible to enter into a 








* Jt is admitted that the phrases ‘all the world,” 
“every creature,” &c. are hyperbolical; but then, 
‘taken in their connexion, they evidently import the 
universality and spread of the gospel, previously to the 
desiruction of Jerusalem, which is the point to be 
preved. 
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! minute detail of the origin and progress of these evils ; 


prophecy, and justify the strong language in which it is 
couched, shall be presented to the reader. 
(To be continued.) 
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Conversation between two Neighbors. 


C. If your doctrine be true it will take me up. If 
it is pot true, where am | then? 

U. Suppose it is not true, how can you be saved? 
You will not pretend that you can merit eternal life.— 
What do you expect will take you up? 

C. Election or special grace. If | am not elected, 
I shall never be eaved. 

U. Whose work is it to elect and convert sinners? 
Do men elect and convert themselves? 

C. It is the work of a sovereign God. If he does 
not elect and regenerate sinners, they will be eternally 
lost. 

U, Are you sure that election will take you up, 
more than it will me, or any other sinner on earth ? 

C. Ithink, as I believe in election, it is more likely 
that I am one, than if | did not believe it. 1 hope for 
myself; but | caunot hope for those, who do not be- 
lieve in eternal election and reprobation. 

U. Are you sure that yourhope is good? May not 
men believe in election, and yet be reprobates? 

C. | hope that] have been converted. I know 
that I have been convicted that | hated God, and de- 
served endless misery. And | hope that I have been 
willing that God should do with me as he pleased. If 
he sent me to hell eternally | felt willing God's will 
should be done. ‘Therefore 1 hope | am one of God's 





elect. 
U. Is it not possible that you are deceived? Are 
you now willing to be miserable to al] eternity’ May 


you not say you are willing to be tormented in fire and 


| brimstone a thousand years, or to all eternity, that you 


may be saved from all misery when you die? 

C- I try to do my duty, obey God’s commands, and 
seek his grace. I pray in my family, read the bible, 
pray in secret, attend sound preaching, can tell my 
experience, and belong to the church. 

U. May you not do these things from wrong mo- 
tives? Do you not at the same time, allow yourself in 
some known sin? Love worketh no ill to his neighbor. 
Do you never take advantage of your neighbor’s igno- 
rance or wants, to promote your own seiéesh worldly 
interest? It is in vain to pretend to love God, if we 
wrong our fellow creature. 


world, | should care uothing about religion. If | did 
not fear future punishment, I would live as | listed. 

U. Is it not evident that you are deceived about 
your pretended conversion? Do you not plainly per- 
ceive that you have no true religion? You donot love 
God, nor man. For if you did, you would delight to 
do God's will, though you believed there was no eter- 
nal hell in another world. 

C. I amuot willing to think that! have no true re- 
ligion. I should be in dreadful distress if | (bought that 
I was a reprobate, bound to never ending misery. O 
horrid! O unquenchable fire? O the blackness of 
darkness forever and ever ! . 

U. Why do you make such exclamations? You 
said that you were made willing to go to hell forever if 
it were God's will. Now, if you spake the truth, and 


you think it best some should go there for the glory of 
God, why should not you be one of the number? 

C, 1 said I was willing, because | was taugl.t to be- 
lieve that in this wey, I should be saved. 





C. The fear of the Lord is the begiuning of wisdom. | - 

I hope I do fear God; if I did not, | should not obey | they squander it away. Again—I] never yet could sut- 
his commands. But if there is no hell in ensthan| d myself with another part of the conduct of mission- 
j ary 
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U. That is what I! observed to you before. But af. 


but such particulars as illustrate the fulfilment of the| ter all, it appears that you sre more willing that others 


should be reprobated than yourself. You are allogeth. 
erselfish. You have no distress of mind in view of the 
never ending misery of your fellow men. You expect 
to rejoice with greater joy in heaven, on account of 
their miseries. 

C. Sol have been taught to believe. Bot 1 begin 
to doubt the truth of the opinion. lom commanded to 
love my neighbor as myself. If I do, the thought of his 
endless sin and misery, will distress me, as well as m 
own. How can I be happy in heaven, while he js 4 
ways to suffer in hell? God be merciful to me a sin 
ner. God be merciful to a world of sinners, 

U. Now you talk likea penitent. Bring forth frnits 
meet for repentance. Prove that you love God, by. 
following bis Son Jesus, who went about doing good, 

SEEK TRUTI, 
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An Inquiry designed to ascertain 
whether it is the duty of Christians to eucoursge the 


present Missionary Establishments. 


As the friends of modern missions have often coli: jt- 
ed me to aid them in (as they say) their laudable wa- 
dertakings, and as I have discovered that they are ac- 
tuated by no small degree of zeal in their enterprizes, 
| have been disposed to give the subject a candid «x- 
amination; the result of which is, a firm cousiction 
that it is not my duty, nor the duty of any person to 
encourage the present establishment of missions. The 
views which produced in my mind this convictien, are 
as follows :— 

1. I donot know that the money which I should give, 
will be properly expended. In the first pluce, { think 
that many of the bibles sent abroad have been too cost- 
ly. Some of them have cost four times the amount of 
our common low-priced Bibles. Why this extrava- 
gance? If the friends of missions, us they inform us, 
have not money enough to enable themselves to carry 
their designs into execution, it certainly behoves them 
to curtail their expences in every possible manner, es- 
pecially, when they are continually crying that every 
cent may be the meaus of saving an immortal soul.— 
Many Bibles of a stereotyped edition, which cost three 
dollars a piece, have been sent away to the Pagans.— 
Now the money which purchased one of these would 
purchase certainly four others. People that can be #0 
extravagant, have no business to complain of poverty; 
and it is impious for them to say that the heathen are 
hourly dropping into bell for the want of money, when 


societies, Missionary families are equipped for 
their voyages in a wanuer far too splendid and extrava- 
gant for their profession. Ihesrthat one society votes 
one hundred dollars, another seren/y fire dollars, and 
another fifty dollars, to prepare the Rev. Mr. 
and his lady for their voyage to the Sandwich islande. 
This Rev. man has travelled the country for many 
months preaching and begging for this purpose. He 
has been introduced to many rich societies which bave 
contributed very liberally for him. What becomes of 
all this money? Letus inquire, where does the maw 
get bis costly clothing and his gold watch? Where 
does his lady obtain the many costly jewels that deco- 
rate her person? We have now nothing to say abous 
the pride that induces to this extravagance, nor the folly 
of a missiouary’s appearing among the natives of the 
Sandwich islands with such pomposity, nor the impiety 
of such co { in a@ professed follower of the week 
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and lowly Saviour, my object is to ascertain how the 
Money i capeucdec, that t! vse followers of the borse- 
euch cowcct. Wevery cent wil save its soul, as the 














ete aoa i eae 
















ny ae ee eget enrnme oes nee ee 


missionaries declare, how many millions of heathen will 
be eternally Jost in consequence of the licentious ex- 
travagance that we have voticed? I have known mis- 
sionary societies to have splendid dinners and suppers, 
when they have mef to transact their business, | have 
sometimes thought that the expences thus incurred 
might be defrayed with the money that unsuspecting 
people had given for other purposes, But allowing it 
to be otherwise, might not (be money thus squandered 
away be appropriated to missionary purposes? Is it 
not immodest for people to beg who can live in this 
way? ‘they are constantly telling us that every cent 
jc of great use, (sorely, if it will save an immortal soul, 
t is of infinite value) they are wringing the poor man’s 
earnings from his hands, they are continually calling 


upon old women and children to produce their 


mites, ond yet often, when they hold their meetings for | 


the transaction of bu-iness, money enough is expended 
for the gratification of their appetites to maintain many 
fumilies a year. People in general will soon think 
these peonle insincere in their professions, if they con- 
tinue their present course of conduci. 

», | do not think that the doctrines preached by 
the missionaries will meliorate the condition of the 
heathen. The friends of missions very frequeutly 
make powerful appeals to the sympathetic affections ; 
and people who have not given to this subject much 
rilection, are carried to great lengths by the ardor, in 
this way excited. Whey are Jed to think very meanly 
of thove who have not the same wild zeal in the favor 
of missions that they themselves have. Look, say they, 
to the deceived Pagan that offers himself a victim to be 
erusi.ed to death beneath the wheels which roll along 
And in all the intemper- 
ence of their zeal they ask, in the view of such scenes, 
But now, let us not be 

I will not deny that 
the condition of the pagan world is bad, very bad, but 
to all appearance, it is at present unchangeable. And 
H is better to do nothing, then to labor without suc- 
But | will uot contend for this particular, To 

facilitate our present object, 1 will allow that every Pa- 
gan is sighing for a change of condition, and that their 
present political and moral state must soon be changed. 
We will suppose for a moment that this is the most fa- 
vorable opportanity for the introduction of christian 
light and knowledge, Under all these desirable cir- 
cumstances, | would not give one cent to the present 
missionary establishments. Suppose that every pagan 
in the world were to embrace the doctrines of Calvin- 
ism, would he be in any better condition, than he now 
is. | had rather he would worship an idol, than a cruel, 
partial, malignant, revengeful, almighty Tyrant. I bad 
rather that he should bow to a senseless, harmless idol, 
than that he should tremble in fear of a ruthless, un- 
controlled omnipotence. I had rather he would be- 
lieve an idol his benefactor, than that it is impossible 
for himself to do any right. 1 bad rather he would 
believe in no God, than that the Creator of heaven and 
earth will punish bim for those sins which he never 
committed, I had rather he would sacrifice himself to 
Juggernaut, than that he should murder himself, his 
wife and children, to screen him and them from the 
wrath of an almighty, offended God. He, as a Pagan, 
would die full of hope, in confident assurance of ever- 
lasting heppiness ; but as a Calvinist, he would drop 
into the arms of a being, jinpatient to blast him to in- 
terminable woe. If he were converted to Calviniem, 
he would believe that God had doomed millions of bis 
fair creation, by an irrevocable decree, to eternal 
wretchedness, for the sins of another being ; that it was 
impossible for him to do right; like a damaged clock, 
which, if it go at all, must go wrong; that it would be 
far better for him never to have been born, than to have 
¢ome into existence under the circumstances of the 
Bon-elect. I had rather be a Pagan than a Calvinist ; 
for if | must be deprived of the felicity of worshipping 
# good God, ! would more willingly bow down to a life- 


the ponderous Juggernaut. 


cav you hesitate one moment? 
precipitate, but cool and candid. 


cess, 





i] less, harmless idol, than to a being who had reprobated™ 
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those creatures to eternal and entire torment which he 
brought into being, who live or die at his word, and 
whose very existence must be an everlasting curse to 
them. 

With such views, } cannot think it my duty to en- 
courage missionaries ; and christian brethren, | appeal 
to you, whether the moral condition, of the Pagans 
would be changed for the better,were they all to embrace 





Calvinism. But when people are blinded and driven 
|Jorward impetuously by a crazy zeal, they never rea- 
‘son, they never stop to reflect. They hear the echo of 
_ the veveral vociferation; they are seized with @ mad 
| fervor. and become dupes to the artifice of a hypocriti- 
j cal and designing priesthood. Their imagination paints 
for them the burning pit, and the haggard genius of 
idojatry pouring its fatally deceived myriads into it.— 
They think they bear sometimes the dreadful outcries 
of the forlorn victims ; and they wonder why cliristians 
have not noticed the subject before, and been incited 
to action by it. They are anxious that the heathen 
should put off their idolatry immediately, bot seem to 
care not what they receive in exchange. 
Upon the whole | am inclined to believe, that the 
| present excitement in favor of missions is produced, in 
| many cases, more by the spirit of prose)ytism, than by 
|a desire to benefit the heathen. This spirit perhaps is 
not the only incentive to action, but it is a very power- 
fulone. If the clergy generally, who are in favor of 
| the preseht missionary establishinents, were incited by 
a strong desire to benefit the heathen, they would be 
more willing to contribute of their own substance, than 
they ever yet have been. } will not deny that they 
have done their part at begging. But why have they 
not been as willing to give, as beg? Why are the hard 
earnings ef the poor man snatched from his hands? 
Why is the bread taken from the orphan's arouth ?}— 
Where are our rich clergy, who are possessed of their 
thousands, who do uot spend the simple interest of 
their money, whose exdrbifant salaries, which are not 
needed by them, are annually increasing their already 
abundant possessions? Have they given to missions as 
many cents as they have taken doilars from those who 
eat their bread in the sweat of their face? Our Saviour 
said, that there were those in his day who would com- 
pass sea and laud to make even one proselyte, that 
would be two-fold more the child of hell, after his 
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sistently wittr divine justice seve all men through Jesus 


Christ, as to save one sovl. They admit that it is free, 
rich, sovereign grace which saves apy soul; that it is 
not man’s work or merit. 

Now, where is the justice or goodness of God, in 


making creatures, whom he: determined, should be 


born ‘totally wicked, and whom he would leave in that 


state ofsin and misery, to suffer never-ending torment? ’ 


In order to promote the happiness of some sinners, God 
will leave other sinners to éendlees wo. Or in order to 
make some of his offspring holy and joyful to the great- 
est possible degree, he will make others equally his offs- 
pring wicked and miserable to the greatest possible de- - 


gree. 


How would such a principle appear among men ?— 
Should one man in a nation, be deprived of all happi- 
ness, and filled with excruciating misery, to promote 
the greater happinese of a nation, would it be consider- 
ed either just or kind? Would it not be considered 
crue] and unjust? Should any one eoffer in any degree 
for the public good, the public would be bound to re- 
ward him for all his lose of property, his toils, and his. 
sufferings. Every generous nation would reward such 
sufferers. It is on this principle our revolutionary off- 
cers and sokiiers receive pensions. They are supposed 
io have suffered for the good of the nation. And every 
benerolent, righteoes nation feels bound to reward 
their services and sufferings. 

Op Calvinietic principles, wicked men are as really, 
and nécessarily, inclined to fulfil the divine purposes, 
as the righteous. And they can no more ayoid- doing 
wrong for the glory of God and the good of ‘his king- 
dom, than righteous men can avoid doing right, for the 
glory of God. Hence, if God sees it best that an indi- - 
vidual should suffer for the general good, his -benevo- 
lence and righteousness, would lead him-to reward that: 
sufferer in due time. If there were a government: 
which would pot reward the. sufferings of an individual, 
who had been necessitated to Jabor, and to suffer dis- 
tress to advance its interest, the whole world wonld’ 
have reason to complain of its tyranny, and ingrati- - 
tude. Every person ima nation, who receives adven- 
tage by the sufferings of another, ought in justice to re- 
ward this sufferer. Tf there is no other way to reward 
him, be ought to take his turn to suffer. If one is 
made happy in heaven, one day, or year, or age, 
hy the miseries of another: he ought to change places 





change, than those who were the instruments of it. It 
would be better for him to remain as be was, than to} 
change from bad to worse. And. that, these ancient 
missionaries were like our modern ones, at Jeast in one 
respect, is evident, for they hound heary burdens, and 
griesous to be borne, and jaid them on men’s shoulders ; 
but they themselves would not move them with one of 
their fingers. 

The foregoing considerations have weighed heavily in 
my mind. I confess that | have surveyed this subject 
without being fired with the enthusiasm for which maby, 
favorable to missions are noted, and I hope I have done 
it without prejudice. Let the reader determine. he 
thinks it his duty to patronize missions as they are-now 
conducted, | blame him not. ‘* To his own master he 
standeth or falleth.”” RICHARDS, 
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All consistent Calyinists, will ad- 
mit that God can,cbange any sinner’s heart, at any 
time, without infringing upon bis moral agency. They 
suppose that God sees it best that a part of mankind 
should be wicked and miserable to all eternity for the 
general good. They suppose that mote holiness and 
joy will be experienced in God’s kingdom on account 
of millions of mankind being endlessly miserable. Were 
it not so, God would convert and save every one of the 
human race. For they suppose that God can az con- 








with him, and soffer hie portion, or take his share of 
the misery, as well as the happiness. There appears - 
to be no justice in one child of a family having all the 
good, and another all the evil, The blessed God, as. 
supreme Governor of the universe is bonnd to do jus- 
tice to his creatures, a8 much as any governor on earth 
to do justice fo his subjecte. And if his honor and glo- 
ry are promoted by the sufferinge of his creatures, Le 
is bound to reward them, So, if the holiness and hap- 
piness of some are promoted by the sins and sufferings 
of others, it iv reasonable, that they should take their 
turn and sin and suffer, to promote the holiness aud 
happiness of the first. But if the eléct do not like this 
equality, but would be delivered from their own sin» 
and sorrow, and obtsin eternal purity and felicity ;— 
then let them take a little pains to see if they cannot 
find, that God has revealed his plan of merey so as to 
rescue every sou) from sin and pain, fo love and joy.— 
Could this he the scheme inGnite wisdom has devised, 
the universe would be filled with joy and praiseto God 
and the Lamb forever end ever. What benevelent' 


soul, would. net join the song, and say Amen. 
’ SEEK .TRUTIH, 





Kneeland’s. Lectures. 


UST received and for sale at this office, a few co- 
pies of ** a Series of Lectures, on the Docirine-of : 
UNIVERSAL BENEVOLENCE ;—delivered in. ther 
Universalist Church, in Philadelphis,—Dy Aporr:. 
KnEELAND,”’—Price 75 cents single. 
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POET’S CORNER. 








SELECTED. 


‘The Voice of ‘the Creatures. 


There is a Gon, all nature speaks, 

Through earth, and air, and seas, and skies, 
See, from the clouds his glory breaks, 

When the first beams of morning rise : 


The rising sun, serenely bright, 

O’er the wide world’s extended frame, 
Inscribes, in characters of light, 

His mighty Maker’s glorious name. 


Diffusing life, ‘his influence spreads, 
And health and plenty smile around, 
And fruitful fields, and verdant meads, 
Are with a thousand blessings crown’d. 


Almighty goodness, power divine, 

The Gelds and verdant meade display ; 

And bless the hand which made them sbine, 
With various charms profusely gay. 


For man and beast, here daily food 

In wide diffusive plenty grows! 

And there, for drink, the crystal flood 
In streams sweet winding, gently flows. 


By cooling streams, and softening showers, 
The vegetable race are fed, ' 

And trees, and plants, and herbs, and flowers, 
Their Maker's bounty smiling spread. 


The flowery tribes, all blooming, rise 
Above the faint attempts of art, 
Their bright, inimitable dyes 

Speak sweet conviction to the heart. 


Ye curious minds who roam abroad, 
And trace creation’s wonders o'er, 
Confess the footsteps of the Gon, 
And bow before him, and adore. 


—D 2 ae 


HYMN. 


O Thou, whose tender mercy hears 
Contrition’s humble sigh ;* 

Whose hand, indulgent, wipes the tears 
From sorrow’s weeping eye: 


See! low before thy throne of grace 
A wretched wanderer mourn ; 

{last Thou not bid me seek thy fame? 
Hast Thou not said, Return? 


And shall my guilty fears prevail 
To drive me from thy feet? 

O let not this dear refoge fail, 
This only safe retreat. 


Absent from Thee, my guide, my light, 
Without one cheering ray, 

Through dangers, fears, and gloomy night, 
fiow desolate my way! 


O shine on this benighted heart, 
With beams of mercy shine ; 
And let thy healing voice impart 

A taste of joys divine. 


Thy presence only can bestow 
Delights which never cloy : 
Be this my solace, here below, 


And my eternal joy. Mrs. STEELE. 


Mrs. STEELE. 


Altered from the (N. Y.) Gospel Herald. 
Address to Deity. 


Eternal Father, am [ not thy child? 
And didst thou not unask’d my being give ? 
Then, Lord, why should I be by thee exiled, 
Condemned eternally from thee to live? 


What mov'd thy changeless, uncreated mind 
Man from non-entity to being call? 

Was it not love eternal, unconfin'd, 
That gave existence to thy children all? 


Reason for ever will this truth proclaim, 
’T was love eternal mov'd thee to create, 
And Nature’s voice, as witness, doth exclaim, 
God is our Father, happiness our fate. 


As soon would I believe I shall dissolve 
To non-existence, when I come to die, 

Or that the sun does round this earth revolve, 
And every planet we behold on high ; 


As dream that God’s original design 

Was not to make man blessed after death, 
Immortal bliss, great God, | hope is mine, 

With all to whom thou shalt or didst give breath. 
O may i then to Thee, thou solely good, 
Sing an eternal hymn of gratitude. 
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A Contrast, 


“\ How amiable are thy labernacles, O Lord God of 
host /.°— Psalms Ixxxiv. 1. 


This is the sentiment of a devotional mind—a mind 
sensible of the goodness of God, expanded with a love 
of him, and humbled with a sense of his greatness and 
glory. A person of such a mind enters the tabernacle 
of the Lord God of hosts, and worships him there from 


_pure and holy motives. He delights to render homage 


to the Being of infinite goodness,—his soul, overflowing 
with joy and gratitude, cannot satisfy its desires in ne 
other way than in the manifestation and acknowledge- 
went of its holy sensations. It contemplates with the 
richest felicity its own relationship with God—it re- 
counts the proofs and pledges of his Jove which it has 
received, and in all the fulness of extacy it prostrates 
itself at the foot of the divine altar, and pours out its 
libations of gratitude, humility, and praise. It was 
undoubtedly in a moment of silent, sincere devotion, 
when his soul was transported with the joy of divine 
worsbip, that David uttered, ‘* How amiable are thy 
tabernacles, O Lord God of hosts! My soul longeth, 
yea, even fainteth, for the courts of the Lord; my 
heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. For 
a day in tby courts is better than a thousand ; I had 
rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God than 
to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” 

What a striking contrast is there between the feel- 
ings of David and those of such people as say, that 
they would not be seen in the tabernacles of God, nor 
worship him, nor obey his commandments, if they be- 
lieved there were no hell torments in a future world.—- 
David does not inform us that it was the fear of hell 
which induced him to worship God. He longed, he 
even fainted for the courts of the Lord ; his heart and 
flesh cried out for the living God. When a person 
loves God, he worships him for the satisfaction which 
pure worship affords. If be do not love him, he will 
not love to worship him; it is impossible for him to 
worship him rightly. The fear of he}] may drive him to 





prostrate bimself before God, but there is no devotion 


in such an act ;-~it is very like the act of the people of 
Babylon, who fell down before Nebuchadnezzar’s gol- 
den image. W. 
——e? 0: 0 aa. 
A LETTER 
From President Adams to the Rev. Dr, Bancroft, of 
Worcester. 

* Quincy, JANUARY 21, 1823, 

“ Dear Sir,—! thank you for your kind letter of the 
30th December, and above all for the gift of a precions 
volume.—lIt is a chain of diamonds set in links of gold, 
I have never read or heard a volume of sermons better 
calculated or adapted to the age and country in which 
it was wriften, How different from the sermons I heard 
and read in the town of Worcester from the year 1755 
to 1758. As my destiny in life has been somewhat un- 
common, I must beg pardon for indulging in a little ego- 
tism.—I may say I was born and bred in the centre of 
Theological and Ecclesiastical controversy. A sermon 
of Mr. Bryant, Minister of the parish who lived on the 
spot now a part of the farm on which I Jive, occasioned 
the controversy between him and Mr. Miles, Mr. Por- 
ter, Mr. Bass, and many others; it broke out like the 
eruption of a voleano, and blazed with portentous as- 
pect for many years. The death of Dr. Miller the Epis- 
copal Minister of this town, produced the controversy 
between Dr. Mahew and Mr. Apthrop, who were both 
so connected with this town, that they might almost be 
considered inhabitants of it. 1 may say that my eyes 
opened upon books of controversy between the parties 
of Mr. Buckminster, and Mr. Miller:—J] became ac- 
quainted with Dyer, Doolittie, and Baldwin, three no- 
table disputants, Mr. M’Carty, though a Calvinist was 
not a bigot, but the town of Worcester was a sceve of 
disputes all the time | was there; when I left] enter- 
ed into a scene of other disputations at the bar and not 
long afterwards disputations of another kind in politics. 
in latter times | have lived with Atheists, Deists, Scep- 
tics; with Cardinals, Archbishops, Monks, Friars of the 
Roman Catholic persuasion ; with Archbishops, Bishops, 
Deans, and Priests of the Church of England; with 
Farmer, Price, Priestly, Kippis, Rees, Derring, and 
Jebb; with the English and Scotish Clergy in Holland, 
and especially with Dr. Maclean atthe Hague. J have 
conversed freely with most of the sects in America, and 
have not been wholly inattentive to the writings and 
reasonings of all these denominations of Christians and 
Philosophers ;—you may well suppose then, that] have 
had controversy enough, but after all | declare to you 
that your twenty-nine sermons have expressed the re- 
sult of all my reading, experience, and reflection in a 
manner more tatisfactory to me than I conld have done 
in the best days of my strength. 

‘The most afflictive circumstances that | have wif- 
nessed in the lot of humanity, are the narrow views, 
the unsocial humors, the fastidious scorn, and repulsive 
temper of al] denominations except one. 

‘| cannot conclude this letter without adding an 
anecdote.—One of the zealous mendicants for the con- 
tributions to the funds of Missionary socicties, called 
on a gentleman in Haverhill and requested his charity. 
The gentleman declined subscribing, but added, that 
there are in and about the town of , pine Cler- 
gymen, ministers of nine Congregations, not one of 
whom lives on terms of civility with any other, will ad- 
mit none other into his pulpit, nor be permitted to ge 
into the pulpit of any other. Now if you will raise @ 
fund to conrert these nine Clergymen to Christianity, 
I will contribute as much as any other man. | am with 
with great esteem, your friend, JOHN ADAMS.” — 

MARRIED, 
In this city, Mr. Oramel H. Throop, Engraver, to 











line Williams, both of this city. 

In Wrentham, Mass. George Gillmore to Miss Sally 
Sherburne. 

In Bellingham, Mass. Henry Sherburne to Miss Ma- 





rietta Payne. 


Miss Mary B. Harris. —Mr. Levi Jennings to Miss Caro- 
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